ST. PETERSBURG

dignitaries, recognisable by their livery, if one came un-
avoidably into collision with them; and any one sufficiently
master of his horse, and having a riding-whip in his hand,
did well in such encounters to establish the equality of
his rights with those of the people in the carriages. The
few riders in the environs of St. Petersburg, one could
perceive, were for the most part German and English
merchants, who, from their position, avoided as much as
possible all contact likely to cause quarrels, and preferred
to suffer rather than complain to the authorities. Only a
very small number of officers made use of the good bridle-
paths on the islands and further outside the city, and those
who did so were in general of German extraction. Efforts
in high quarters to bring about an increased taste for rid-
ing among the officers had no lasting result, and the only
effect was, that, after every attempt of the kind, the im-
perial equipages met more riders than usual for a day or
two. It was a remarkable thing that the best riders among
the officers were admittedly the two admirals, the Grand
Duke Constantine and Prince Mentchikoff.

But, even apart from carriages and horses, one could
not help perceiving that in good manners and the tone of
good society the younger contemporary generation was
behind as compared with the preceding one of the Em-
peror Nicholas, and these again were, both in European
culture and thorough breeding, behind the old school of
the time of Alexander I Nevertheless within the circle
of the court and of ' society' perfect high tone still pre-
vailed, and also in the homes of the aristocracy, especially
as far as the ladies held the sway. But politeness of
manners decreased considerably when one met younger
men-in places uncontrolled by the influence of the Court